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FLYING INTO
THE FACE OF DANGER

The Africa-Eurasia flyway connects
: the breeding grounds of Europe and
¥ North-West Asia with the wintering
-grounds in Africa, and includes vital
top-over sites in the Middle-East and
@diterranean.

The latest data on illegal bird Kill-
ing from Northern Europe, Central
Europe and the Caucasus — com-
bined with data from BirdLife’s 2016
review of illegal killing in the Mediter-
ranean — provides a vivid picture of
the dangers faced by migratory birds
as they make their perilous journeys
along the flyway.

The flyways are one long obstacle
course: the threat of illegal killing in
k| each country along a species’ route

N g1 — and on top of other threats such as
N’; habitat loss — may just be too much
1N 5 for some species to bear. This is espe-
R * - cially true in cases where the species
T is Near Threatened, like the Little Bus-

5 tard Tetrax tetrax or the White-headed
‘ duck Oxyura leucocephala.

More data and monitoring is desper-
ately needed to track progress on the
2 and make flyways the safe routes
ds deserve. Together, we must
ecisively — and soon. The alarm-

ays, inadequate
plementation —
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