Open Letter from Friends of Georgia on the Current Political Crisis

We, the undersigned, consider ourselves Friends of Georgia, who have long admired the
resilience of the Georgian people in the face of adversity throughout Georgia’s history; their
staunch determination to maintain Georgia’s independence and territorial integrity; and their
commitment to democratic values. We have supported Georgia’s aspirations and positive steps
for Euro-Atlantic and European integration and have strongly advocated within our own
organizations or governments for practical and political support towards that end. We also have
not shied away from offering constructive criticism when called for.

We are therefore deeply concerned by recent political developments in Georgia, including the
decision by Georgian authorities to storm the headquarters of the leading opposition party and
arrest its leader. Failure to release him will make impossible the resolution of the ongoing
impasse over last year’s elections, which has resulted in the opposition’s boycott of the
parliament. A one-party parliament is not a sign of a healthy democracy. Not only do these
developments hold up progress on tackling the pressing issues of security, the economy, and, in
the time of the global pandemic, health, but they also damage the international image and
reputation of Georgia as a stable partner in the region, and committed to the values
underpinning the Euro-Atlantic community. Only those in Moscow who do not mean Georgia
well are pleased by these developments.

We come from countries whose own democracies are also being challenged with moments of
high political tension and polarization, when our institutions are tested, and our actions fall
short of our ideals. But our institutions have held thanks to free and fair elections, an
independent judiciary, a strong civil society sector, and media freedom. We all understand that
democracy building in Georgia is a work in progress, but that process cannot include the arrest
of political opponents. Elected governments need to fulfil the aspirations of their constituents
by focusing their time and attention on implementing the policies on which they campaigned.
Elected opposition politicians have the right to a fair and open adjudication of their claims of
election irregularities. We also urge them to seize every opportunity provided by the European
Union and other potential mediators to negotiate in good faith with the Georgian government a
solution that will enable them to take up their mandates and strengthen Georgia's democracy.
All sides should support the advancement of their country by using peaceful means and legal
channels to resolve disputes. Their shared goal must be to constitute a multiparty parliament
that reflects the will of all voters and therefore has the full trust of the Georgian people to
move the country forward.

Georgia has withstood previous tests to its democracy. At previous critical moments, its leaders
have drawn back from crisis or extreme steps, and allowed democratic transitions to take place.
Georgia is at another pivotal moment now, which some describe as existential. The
Government, as the presiding power, must take the first step by freeing the opposition leader.
This will facilitate efforts by the European Union to mediate a compromise, efforts we strongly
support. Recent events make the situation all the more urgent. Failure to take positive steps



could result in calls for consequences for those responsible for the ongoing crisis. Time is of the
essence!

One of Georgia’s strongest international assets has been the significant amount of goodwill felt
towards it. That goodwill has been hard won and well deserved. But —in a time of pressing
global priorities, economic turmoil and the destructive results of a global pandemic -- it is not
infinite and if lost, will be hard to regain. We urge both the Georgian government and
opposition leaders not to squander that goodwill, and to demonstrate their commitment to
democracy, dialogue and respect for human rights. As friends of Georgia, we are of course
willing to offer suggestions and support, and help facilitate resolution. However, the only
lasting settlement will come from the efforts of the Georgian government and opposition
leaders themselves to salvage Georgia's democracy and institutions.

Amb. (ret.) lan Bond, The Centre for European Reform

Amb. (ret.) Matthew Bryza, former Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for European and
Eurasian Affairs

Amb. (ret.) Carey Cavanaugh, University of Kentucky

Luke Coffey, Heritage Foundation

Svante Cornell, Central Asia-Caucasus Institute, American Foreign Policy Council

Amb. (ret.) William Courtney, former U.S. Ambassador to Georgia

Larry Diamond, Stanford University

Amb. (ret.) Per Eklund, former EU ambassador to Georgia

Francis Fukuyama, Stanford University

Amb. (ret.) Alexandra Hall Hall, former U.K. ambassador to Georgia

Lt. Gen. (ret.) Ben Hodges, former Commanding General, U.S. Army Europe

Glen Howard, The Jamestown Foundation

Toomas Hendrick llves, former President of Estonia

Jonathan Katz, German Marshall Fund of the U.S.

Amb. (ret.) lan Kelly, Northwestern University; former U.S. Ambassador to Georgia
David J. Kramer, Florida International University; former Assistant Secretary of State for
Democracy, Human Rights & Labor

Amb. (ret.) Michael McFaul, Stanford University

Thomas Melia, PEN America; former USAID Assistant Administrator for Europe and Eurasia
Amb. (ret.) Richard Miles, former U.S. Ambassador to Georgia

Laura Thornton, International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance; former
director, NDI Georgia

Randy Scheunemann, Halifax International Security Forum

Amb. (ret.) Kurt Volker, former U.S. Ambassador to NATO

Amb. (ret.) Kenneth Yalowitz, former U.S. Ambassador to Georgia.

* Institutional affiliations are listed for the purposes of identification only, and do not imply
institutional support for the content of the letter.



