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KURT VOLKER: | think that’s it and | think that video deserves a round of applause.
(Applause.) The video was prepared by RFE but | was asked on behalf of RFE alseds expr
thanks to the Czech tourism industry, to the Czech tourism ministry and the S8ewvites
Archive in Prague for making available materials for the production of that video.

Welcome. My name is Kurt Volker. I'm senior fellow and managing directordteies
Center for Transatlantic Relations at Johns Hopkins School of InternationalsStiidiealso a
managing director of BGR Group and | also had served in our diplomatic service fo23ome
years, including as ambassador to NATO and had a chance to visit the new headiquarte
Prague at RFE. And it is a very special day that we have here today.

And | was delighted when RFE and the Czech embassy came to us to ask if we would be
willing to host this 60th anniversary event. It's a special day because the 6Mérsauyi is a
time, of course, to commemorate the role that RFE played in the past, including kitbatar
did in Central and Eastern Europe, but also to pay attention to what RFE is doing today. And we
saw the mention of the broadcast to Pakistan.

When | visited the RFE headquarters, | was extremely impressed wiilotwicasting
they are doing in Afghanistan, and not so much for the broadcasts themselves. You can do
quality broadcasting. People do. | was really impressed at the outpouring of $apR&iE
that came from Afghan people themselves — bags and bags and bags of lettersthaost of
hand-decorated, expressing thanks and support for the broadcasting that was comm@tb the
of RFE.

So while this was something that was created at the time of the Cold War arldewit
view towards supporting freedom and democracy in Central and Eastern Europs, tiogéey
still a very vital role — an extremely vital role — in providing that support inr @thes of the
world.

We have an outstanding program today. | want to acknowledge some of the
distinguished visitors that are here. I've seen a few in the audience. But we haeaanipte,
| saw our ambassador from Hungary, who is currently the rotating chairmaa Bfitopean
Union, Ambassador Szapary.

We have members of the boards of governors. | saw Victor Ashe here. | saw Ross
Johnson | know is here, is a former executive of RFE. Michael Marchetti, Jathl€riTom
Dine, Kevin Klose, all having been directors of RFE.

We have Walter Isaacson, the chairman of the board of governors right now who will
speak in a moment. Dennis Mulhaupt | saw here as well. And I did not see Dana Perino
although she is here. You're very welcome, of course.

We have several other ambassadors who we anticipate to be here today fromscountrie
where RFE is broadcast. | see Ambassador Peter Burian from Slovakieejast$o it is a
distinguished audience but it is also a very distinguished group of speakers.

| would like to turn the podium over first to Walter Isaacson who is the chairman of the
Broadcasting Board of Governors. Then we’ll come back and we’ll introdudeatured
speaker, the foreign minister of the Czech Republic, Karel Schwarzenbetheanve’ll have a



panel discussion about the role of RFE today. So if | may turn it over first to \\éaléexsbn.
(Applause.)

WALTER ISAACSON: Thank you very much, Ambassador Volker. I've been a huge
fan of Kurt’s ever since his days as ambassador to NATO, at the NSC and noleisidine
here at the Nitze Building, including building a podium so tall | can’t see (liaughter.) But |
assume he’s there somewhere.

And | also want to thank all of you all for coming. It’'s a real honor to welcgmeo
this celebration of the 60th anniversary of RFE and the broadcast to Czechoslovakichasluc
changed in the world over these six decades, but in some ways the Prague Sprinherf b t
events of 1989 and RFE’s role in it serves as a great template for what we’reodmusy the
free flow of information.

Those of us on the Broadcasting Board of Governors including my — and by the way,
Pavel is here. You saw Pavel in the film. Pavel, stand up. You're the one who broke the —
(applause). You look taller on film than in person. Isn’t that what they alwaye sagyvie
stars?

But we just came back — our Broadcasting Board of Governors meeting, meigting
Secretary Clinton, who is on the board of governors. But Secretary Clinton, youghnssn,
was the person who helped — who I think cut the ribbon to open the RFE headquarters in Prague
and that was in 1995 when she was First Lady but also went over there in 2009.

To me, the events in Prague and its role that it's played in helping the spread of
democracy is very near and dear to my heart. | was actually a Time Magazespondent in
1989 in Bratislava and in Prague watching the events of that period. And | renigstlgging
into my hotel and one of the people who worked there said, can we use your room in the
afternoon because the young people like to come to the rooms in the hotel because itys the onl
place they can get outside satellite T.V. This was a foreign hotel wWiesreut foreigners. And
they liked to watch the music videos. And | said, sure.

And then when | went back to — | came early that afternoon to get back to mgbtel
there were a bunch of students there but they weren’t watching music videosnveraey
watching the news channels and what was happening in Berlin and what was happtr@ng i
Gdaisk shipyards. And | realized that the free flow of information is something inghel di
and satellite age that cannot be stopped at borders and that’s what the subject @l agir pan
about, which is from Gutenberg to Zuckerberg, you know, from the printing press to Facebook.

Does the advent of information technology and the advance of the free flow of
information tip the arc of history towards democracy of freedom?

There are two answers to that, one of which is obviously yes, that arc bends towards
freedom because of the free flow of information. But let us remember anotloer déske
Prague Spring of 1968, which is, that spring was quelled. It took another gameahtiost
another 21 years, before the true flow of freedom could happen.

We are going to hear later from Foreign Minister Schwarzenberg. Hesdoom a very
distinguished family. I'll say this because he’s not here. I'm not sungatuld have told this
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story if he were, which is he has a great ancestor — Prince Schwarzenidgogvas also in the
Austro-Hungarian Empire, the great minister. And at one time there weasla agpeople’s

revolt, a people’s spring in Hungary. And the Russians sent in troops to put down that revolt and
later Prince Schwarzenberg said to the Russian minister at the time in 1848dasoweawill

astonish the world with the depths of our ingratitude. And I do think that that is true, that the
repression will always be — come back and haunt you with the depths of ingratitude.

Let me give a shout-out to Husain Hagqgani, an old friend of mine and of course the
ambassador of Pakistan to the United States. In the struggle for information dedffee tflow
of information, | must say Ambassador Haggani, working with our mutual deariéate f
Richard Holbrooke, has always been a great help in supporting the free flow of tidarnm@ne
of the most complex relationships | think is the one you have to deal with which is hétigee
town and Pakistan. And thank you very much for being here, Husain.

Now, we see the Arab world has been turned upside down by what'’s called the Arab
Spring. Obviously by even being called the Arab Spring, it hearkens back to ge Bring
that we're talking about today, whether it's Tunisia or Egypt. And many do dneditete flow
of information, the freedom of media, the freedom of press and the freedom of thoughtand ide
for pushing that ahead.

We do have to remember that always the idea of information and credible information is
on the side of individual liberty and democracy. That's what Radio Free Europe hasstood f
for 60 years, thanks to Tom Dine and so many others here, and that’s what we hope to uphold in
the future.

And we have to remind ourselves — Reporters Without Borders keeps telling us about the
enemies of the Internet and that’s true from Syria to Iran to Saudi Araleae Waving to use
new technologies, including with China, to break down the firewalls to keep that stfogtiie
free flow of information. And once again, the number according to Freedom House of people
with access to free and independent media, believe it or not, has declined over fine paats.
And that’'s why | say that the arc of history may bend towards freedom withethéidw of
information, but it's not inevitable. We have to keep pushing and pushing.

So we’re going to be treated to a wonderful panel here. The question is whether this
Arab Spring is the beginning of a monumental shift in the Middle East or whethdérbewi
short-lived. My view is that even if it seems to be short-lived, even if there’slsacksliding,
it will be like the Prague Spring: something that will inevitably lead tedioens. These are the
guestions we’ll consider his afternoon as we move forward and with that, I'd love tohawk jt
if I can find him, to the great Ambassador Volker. Thank you. Paul Nitze would be proud. |
saw his wonderful portrait back there.

MR. VOLKER: Thank you very much. (Applause.) Thank you. Thank you, Walter.
And thank you for those very kind words as well. And | know all of us are avid readers of the
biographies that you've done which are just wonderful books. I'd like to turn now to Tom Dine,
if I could. We're still waiting on Foreign Minister Schwarzenberg’s atifiraan Capitol Hill.
So we’re going to switch this in the program. But as the director of REEitaftioved to
Prague, Tom played a particular role in securing the future of that broadeabkt'd like to
invite him to say a few words. Thank you. (Applause.)



THOMAS DINE: Thank you, Kurt. Thank you, Walter. Excellencies and board
members, good to have you all here. | come this afternoon as president of the Afeeicds
of the Czech Republic, a nationwide nonprofit American organization that is devoted to
improving the relationship between the United States and the Czech Republic. Thizatigani
is in the process of rebuilding the statue of Woodrow Wilson, the 28th president of the United
States.

Tomas Masaryk, the first president of Czechoslovakia — democratic Czechaslevaki
and Woodrow Wilson were buddies. They were friends. And down the street on Mass Avenue
on the other side of DuPont Circle is a statue of Tomas Masaryk, which the Amerarais fof
the Czech Republic put up.

And we're doing the twin in Prague and that will be dedicated on Oct8bené it will
be located in the park opposite the main train station — railroad station — in PrHtatdiate.
And it isn’t by chance that it's on the street called Wilsonova.

So | come here today in that capacity and in co-sponsorship of this event but also, as
indicated, as former president of the great organization, Radio Free Europd/Radiy. In
that regard, | want to recognize former presidents. Walter has named thera;de it again.
Former presidents and CEOs of RFE/RL — Kevin Klose, Ross Johnson, Michael Maieffett
Trimble and three others — Jim Buckley, Gene Pell, Jeff Gedmin have RSVP’'tetirets but
they certainly wanted to be here.

And Walter has also pointed out a particular person who personifies Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty’s role in and around the Czech lands and that’s Pavel Peclecek, th
centerpiece of the video we saw earlier. In the three phases of RadiEuFspe/Radio
Liberty’s broadcast to Czechoslovakia and the Czech Republic during the Communist
occupation, during the transition period of the 1980s through the Velvet Revolution and the
Velvet Divorce and during the phasing out of the broadcasts as free medige@mneithe mid to
late 1990s, father and son Pechacek, two heads of the Czech'’s language sendaefrielea
Europe, were the preeminent on-air voices.

Now, I'm going to tell you a little bit about Pavel. First of all, he and | usembtto
hockey games in Prague as often as we could, cheering on Praha Sparta.

Pavel applied for and received a six-day visa to enter the country from Munich to cover
in the Czech language firsthand happenings in the Czechoslovakian uprising, pastitidarl
demonstrations in Wenceslaus Square. During that time, it was thought by tlty securces
— that's why they gave the visa — that he would put the best face on the uprisings. ,Ttbdahem
meant just a few expressions. But Pavel, on the other hand, did something diffeneottinge
firsthand: In reporting on the ground, his voice was mesmerizing. It caught on and, as one
person in Bratislava said, it caught on like fire across the whole country.

And in the words of a dissident prisoner who later became police chief in the democratic
— newly revised democratic Republic of Czechoslovakia, he is quoted as sayin@ pdiitecal
prisoner, “Pechacek in Prague means the political prisoners will be homeisyr@akr” And
they were. Another rise, Pavel, and let us salute you. (Applause.)
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Two stories about the Czech language service of Radio Free Europe that I've told a
thousand times here in this city, particularly to senators and congressmek ,dréhiorth
sharing here. President Vaclav Havel recommended that with — recountedhbat RIFE in
Munich broadcasting about each of his political imprisonments and the location of his actua
incarcerations, he would have been killed. With modesty and a sense of humor, heer@mdemb
hearing a news broadcast one day while he was in prison, his most receneasgsagdul over
the air.

The other is a Havel story as well. He valued the radios enormously. It wasidristo
move the operation from Munich to Prague, which was part of his strategy to retuzetie C
people westward, as part of Europe and then eventually to join NATO and the European Union.
In the process of closing the Czech service at the end of the 1990s and early 2000 diévat presi
said to me, at the end of each day, when | come here, when | come home, | listanGaech
services to find out if what | had learned during the course of my actiditrasgy the day were
correct.

Now, to all the RFE people here, to all of the international broadcasters herehtseall
who believe in truth and justice, nothing could be a better story to reinforce rgfiahi
credibility, the essence of our operations and our many listeners. The radiosrnhave long
way since that first broadcast 60 years ago.

But the Czech influence — the Czech role — Czech input, the fact that the Czech and
Slovak services were radios of and for the dissidents and eventually future denasmigion-
makers has always been a constant. It is no coincidence that President Hawldotbie
convinced President Clinton to move the headquarters to Prague in 1995.

And it is no coincidence that, as our broadcast production increased to meet the need for
free media in the former Soviet space, Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan and now Pakisteadibs, with
the approval of Congress, decided on the organization’s continuing role and the building of a
modern sophisticated broadcast center in the Hagibor neighborhood of Prague.

So | say thank you to the Czech peoples, the Slovak peoples for being such avid and
good listeners and now partners for bringing freedom and democracy to much oflthe wor
Happy birthday, Radio Free Europe. (Applause.)

MR. VOLKER: Thank you very much, Tom. That was really inspiring. | appreciate
your giving us those remarks. | want to welcome the foreign minister ofzineh@Republic,
Karel Schwarzenberg, who was just arrived.

And | went through a list of dignitaries earlier in the introductions, but one whoougft
| left out on purpose. And that is to provide a special note of welcome to the newly arrived
ambassador of the Czech Republic here in Washington, Ambassador Gandalmer
member of the Czech Senate, and if | did my math correctly, presented his aiedsg@itctly 10
days ago. So we’re delighted —

AMBASSADOR PETR GANDALOVCL: Just come.

MR. VOLKER: Just come, so we're delighted that you're here. Thank you. (Applaus
Walter Isaacson, thank you and | know you need to go. But Walter said a few words about



7

Foreign Minister Schwarzenberg already about his family, his ancestioie Bchwarzenberg.
But | just wanted to say a couple words about the man himself. In addition to hisatvpecc

sense of timing, arriving just in time for his speech, he also had an impeccablefsemsg in

his career.

He was exiled from the Czech Republic — or from Czechoslovakia at the time, bat was
staunch supporter of human rights in the East, including his native Czechoslovakia, and from
1994 to 1991, served as the president of the International Helsinki Committee for Hghtn Ri
And then that happened to be the time period when the Berlin Wall came down and it became
possible to see those human rights realized. He returned to the Czech Repubtiansiie
Czech Senate, served as an advisor to President Vaclav Havel and is now serviiaye it'’lse
your second tour as foreign minister and also as deputy prime minister in ttteRezmublic
now. So I'd like to welcome you and offer you the podium to hear some of your remarks. So,
Minister, welcome and thank you. (Applause.)

MINISTER KAREL SCHWARZENBERG: Ladies and gentleman, | must say |
especially moved to be here at this jubilee session, jubilee meeting andrsémitveo reasons.
First of all, of course in olden times, | was listening to Radio Free Europelfnayd it was a
good source of information and some information we ourselves applied to it too. So it was a
very good cooperation in the '80s. And of course | listened to it before that.

Second, looking here, I'm at the Paul Nitze School of Advanced International Studies. |
had the great pleasure to host Paul Nitze when he was in Vienna for the Corfier Sexirity
and Cooperation in Europe and we often had a late drink or a late supper together. And he was
of course much older than | and | enjoyed his wisdom and learned a lot from him. And so to be
here at this place is of particular importance to me, brings very nice memory.

You have already spoken about the cooperation between the Czech Republic and Radio
Free Europe/Radio Liberty. And | think it was a natural thing we had to do becahsel te
thank so many for Radio Free Europe, for decades of information for many peopéeomhos
source of information, only connection to the free world was to listen in the evenimther
night to Radio Free Europe.

So it was, | think, the only thing to do to offer Radio Free Europe to come to Prague.
And we are, of course, not only hosting Radio Free Europe but we are glad to prepare some
common projects and especially between the Ministry of Foreign Affasr®Radio Free Europe.

We are now working — and I’'m happy to announce this year on the idea of a fellowship
program for journalists from the Radio Free Europe broadcast region who are usdereos
in danger due to their chosen profession. Specific focus will be on the Czech Repubters Ea
neighborhood, that is, Russia, Armenia, Georgia, Ukraine, Moldova and the Balkans. The
program funding comes from the Czech and the United States, including the Czecty Minist
Foreign Affairs, the U.S. Department of State and other NGOs or EU sources.

So I'm very happy to announce this here today. | think we can't sleep on the laurels of
the past. We have to do something today.

And of course, new challenges appear again. We have this uprising development in North
Africa and in the Middle East and | think we have to think about this region too. We, aé,cours



in Prague naturally are following with great interest what's happening thareve will

concentrate more on our region where we have the experience, where we have kbégaow

And during the last year, we built some solid friendships between those whahairegfigr

freedom in the mentioned countries. And they are not so few. And so | do think that is the most
important thing. And there are projects aimed at the development of civic journalisggigl

and Internet implemented in Georgia, the Western Balkans, Transnistaa aegi so on — is
important part of our work too.

We have to adapt to the new medias whereupon, when Radio Free Europe was founded,
it was on wireless only. In the meantime, maybe more important than theswiaeéethe
Internet, is Facebook, all of these new medias we have to support. We have to adapt aur work t
it and we have to fight 100 percent where it is possible and where people arencthdyathe
possibility of access. That's important. And we have to adapt to each counggifscsp
problems.

After all, we should be optimistic, not only that those countries for whom Radio Free
Europe worked in its beginning, in the first decades of existing, are now mostlingnjoy
freedom. But if we see that in new countries the spread of freedom, the spread odgmsoc
rising too. Our job is to support them, to show our thanks to the founding fathers of Radio Free
Europe and to show that we are worthy successors to them. Thank you very much. (Applause

MR. VOLKER: Thank you. And if I could invite our logistics support here to come to
the stage and help us with the chairs and I'll invite our panelist to come and takenstst
stage as well. And while we’re doing that, I'll say a few words in introdnais to who is going
to be speaking on this panel.

Not in any particular order, mind you, but | wanted to start with a story. And staft
with that, which is | happened to be in Tallinn for the Lennart Meri Conference abauith m
ago. This is, I think, the fifth year in a row they’ve sponsored this, and it is aggitbating of
people who support freedom and democracy in Central and Eastern Europe.

What was interesting about attending that conference, among other thingkseand
friends and colleagues who were there at the same time — is that RFE meahingptoe lot of
the people who gathered there. Most of all, | think it meant something to the predide
Estonia, Tom llves, since he happened to have worked at RFE in Munich in the basement doing
broadcasting for some time.

AUDIENCE: And so did my mother.

MR. VOLKER: And so did his mother. We also paid tribute to a mutual friend who died
recently — Ron Asmus. Ron was an East German analyst in RFE Munich, went on to be a deputy
assistant secretary of State and one of the real architects in this caohtygly NATO
enlargement, of which of course he did do that through his work at the RAND Corporation and
in government, but also the broader concept of a unified Europe, a Europe whole and free as
something that can really be achieved. And Ron was a tireless advocaté for tha

Also there were a few others who had worked in the same basement at RFE — Janusz
Bugajski was there, Vladimir Socor — and what that reminds me of, in introduciraj one
panelists here, is that the people who have worked at RFE as journalists dysts aranot



merely journalists or analysts but in fact become important personages in theigbiv
because of the role they play in bringing information to other societies tdtmee societies.

And certainly that is true of our first panelist, Golnaz Esfandiari, who wortke at
Persian service, is the editor of the Persian Letters blog and is canyinghat tradition as
RFE moves to new markets and new places. Please have a seat, Golnaz.

The second person | would introduce actually needs very little introduction at ai. He
the president of the National Endowment for Democracy, Carl Gershman. He has bkeen a pi
of the community here in the United States working to support freedom and democgearor
and years and we're delighted that you're here.

The third is a colleague of mine. We worked together in the State DeparsoayiLdy
assistant secretaries and in spite of that we're still friends. (ChycKeshas graduated from
those days now to become the president of Freedom House, David Kramer.

And finally, he was shouted out already by Walter Isaacson, but I'd like to qzscaal
welcome and ask you to join the stage here, the ambassador of Pakistan, Husain Haggani

So that will be our group for the discussion here. Thank you and please have a seat and
I'll join you in the group here. Hopefully we’ll get the microphone switched on. Aréhere
yet? Can you hear?

AUDIENCE: You're on.

MR. VOLKER: Am I? Yes, if | move back — maybe I'll move this down a littke bi
Well, this was a terrific opening and what I'd like to use this panel discussigtb bring out
the future. I'd like to talk about the relevance of broadcasting, the relevafree afiedia and
the role that it can and is playing in markets today. I'd like to start théravgtiestion that
Minister Schwarzenberg raised. But | want to ask you to explore it aiittheore.

And maybe I'll turn, Carl, to you first and then David. RFE, of course, was founded as
old media. It was radio and played a very important role at the time as the means of
communication. When you read in the media today about events happening in the world, it's not
radio that gets attention. It's Twitter. It's Facebook. It's the ImtieriVhat is the role of
external broadcasting today, given the societies that we’re dealin® wgtit still relevant?
How important is it? How important is the notion of free media?

CARL GERSHMAN: Well, thanks very much, Kurt. | want to take advantage of igadin
off here to welcome Foreign Minister Schwarzenberg, who is an old friend. duseiks ago
| got a letter from Vilém Pk&n telling me that the Czechoslovak Documentation Centre for
independent literature, which is something we supported back in the 1980s, is going to be having
a big exhibit in Prague on September of this year sort of to commemoratofieration
between Czechoslovakia and the United States going back to then.

And | think it's important that we gave grant support to this — to Vilém’s orgaoizati
and he was asking our permission to publish some documents. But it turns out, you know, |
think it should also be noted that Foreign Minster — that he worked out of Schloss — the Schloss
Schwarzenberg in Scheinfeld, Germany.
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That's where this center was based and, in effect, we were workingdobatik in the
'80s before we even knew each other. | also want to — one person — a lot of people were
mentioned who are here with us. But one person I'd like to mention who hasn’'t been mentioned
yet is Martin Palous, who was ambassador here in Washington, ambassador to thentuthe fr
Czech Republic, but, more importantly, we were together at the end of October 1989. That’
where | first met him in Prague. Little did we know — this was right afterybody was in
hiding because National Day was October 28th and you didn’t think the revolution was coming.
| didn’t know that it was coming. | was certainly informed by AmbassadakBisShirley
Temple Black — that it was not coming.

But here we are — here we are today and it's wonderful to see Martin Pallouswi
today, who, | should note, by the way, is now head of the Havel Library — president of the Havel
Library, which is terrific. He’s moved from New York back to Prague. We livedifferent
world today with the new media.

But frankly, it's not all that different. | was struck — in the film, we sawete|that — it
began, “We have the word, they have the power.” You know, it’s still that way. The media ha
changed. 1think the broadcasting is changing with it. It's not just broaugastymore. We're
using podcasts; you're using Twitter. You're using Facebook, all sorts of thimgswausing.

But in the end it comes down to, we have the word, they have the power. And they're doing an
awful lot and we should be aware of this. These regimes are doing an awful lotrtd tbent
Internet.

We're also here today with Mark Plattner, who is the editor of the Journal of Dayocra
and in the current issue in the Journal of Democracy, there are two artidhesveimaie
phenomenon of networked authoritarianism the dictatorial regimes are adaptivejl with
malware attacks, with attacking websites. There was an articldigisteek in The Wall Street
Journal about how Iran is nationalizing the Internet. They're going to havetete system —
people who do business will be on one tier and they can have the international Internet.

But Iranians are only going to be able to access the national system. Wnay/irdo
surveillance using the Internet to find out information about people. If you go inteecafd
they're going to know who you are, what you're doing. And you know, if the dissidents are
clever enough to get around all the filtering and all of these other tactickngav, they resort
to the old-fashioned way: You know, put them in prison or kill them.

This is the world we’re in today and | think we should — one of the articles in the journal
warned against cyber utopianism. | do think that there is a crisis of thesesdgday. There
is a crisis of the political order when you have networked and informed populations.oddd y
have networked and informed populations and that's why — one of the key reasons you had the
revolutions in Tunisia and Egypt, and you have closed authoritarian oppressive pgktieals
There’s a crisis.

But these regimes, especially China but also Iran: They are adapting andht’s
going to be a long struggle. We live in a period where information and the accessnaiifior
is contested. This is going to be a struggle, just like it was in the old days. Hnkl tict win
the struggle you're going to need some of the old-fashioned virtues like courage,
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resourcefulness, intelligence, all of those things and not just think that, you know, ¢gghnol
is going to make us free.

MR. VOLKER: David, do you want to comment on the same question about the role of
broadcasting today and its importance and free media?

DAVID KRAMER: Sure, sure. Thanks very much, Kurt, and thanks to you and SAIS
for hosting this and to RFE/RL for including me in, | think, a terrific event j@sked by such
an enormous turnout here in the auditorium and a distinguished audience as well. Salit's a rea
privilege for me to be a part of this and also be part of such a distinguished panel.

| think the broadcasts — in what RFE/RL, VOA, all these organizations do, they are
morphing into other kinds of media, which is extremely important to do so that they dauiit sim
reflect old media but they stay up-to-date with how people are gettingnévesr and information
these days. But the fact that governments try to block the broadcasts is amimdhedtthese
broadcasts are very important.

That the Russian government pressures local outlets to no longer transmit thasisoadc
from foreign news organizations, that in Azerbaijan they don’t allow foreign breigdoa This
is | think proof that the broadcasts remain very important because it's those kiagsrads that
view the news and information and analysis that RFE/RL, VOA and others provide & a thre
because what we are trying to do is to provide objective news, respectabsesanaly

And these things are very important in these countries, where all too often the
governments try to control the media, whether it's old or new, putting restrictions onetia; m
trying to impose regulations against Internet providers and other things. So biiagdt#sink,
remains very important, as Carl mentioned, all the other kinds of media that s aions
are moving into. It's a very important source for people in countries whereatfeeg@iestions
about the objectivity and reliability and credibility of the news that they#rerwise getting
from their own governments.

One of the most devious but brilliant things that VIadimir Putin did in Russia walseto ta
over nationwide TV in 2000-2001, first from Gusinsky and Berezovsky, because he understood
that whoever controls that medium is going to control power and be able to stay in poer. A
So it's very important, | think, that we provide an alternative, more objective, axirbdsed
kind of reporting that otherwise people in these countries don't get.

MR. VOLKER: Yeah, and Golnaz, | wonder if | could turn to you next. If you could
talk about it — we have two very different cases here of Iran and Pakistan whekaow, Iran
really being actively restricting the media and trying to prevent infoom&om coming in.
What is the impact that you hear in your feedback from Iran about the woslothdb and the
work that RFE does?

GOLNAZ ESFANDIARI: Well I think if you want to know about impact, it's easgou
just have to look at the time and resources the Iranian government is putting in jasuming
programming and blocking our website and hacking. Our Facebook page was hacked a few
weeks ago. It's clearly having an impact. That's why they are so into b¢pakj so into trying
to stop people from listening to our news and information we provide.
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And one of the reasons — it's not just because we give them objective news.olt’s als
because we provide a platform for citizens inside Iran. They don’t have one. Thelyalend
way to express themselves. We give them that. We give them the mic andheenlspeak
their mind, and the government clearly doesn't like that. So | think in short that'sswgia

MR. VOLKER: Ambassador, to turn to Pakistan, you have the opposite. You have free-
wheeling media of all stripes in Pakistan. And it's almost a challengeda@overnment to deal
with the issue of extremism and extremist use of media and Internet and other hingt role
does this kind of broadcasting play on the one hand, and on the other, how do you assess the
responsibilities of government in trying to assure the media is fair angdrans and
competitive?

AMBASSADOR HUSAIN HAQQANI: First of all, let me thank you for havinge as
part of this panel and not only is this a distinguished panel that | am very proud of beinly on wit
friends and people that I've worked with in my previous incarnation as somebody gamgai
for democracy in Pakistan and now representing the democratic government here.

Pakistan is a country in transition and we see that in every aspect, including ediae m
You have an elected component of the government, not necessarily according to many people
people would say that we are not fully in charge because there are stilhdera the old
national security apparatus holds sway, according to people. And then we have aliage me
which is a very interesting situation.

That free media was actually permitted under the authoritarian regimenefr#s
Musharraf and what General Musharraf had expected was that through theofEamsing —
giving the licenses for television and radio to different players who will hay& e@nomic
and business stakes in the survival of his regime — he will be able to have kind of overall
influence. It didn’t work out that way, of course. General Musharraf had to leavieeand t
elected government came in. But then because of the nature of who owns the media,— | me
Pakistan started out with freeing the airwaves without any limits os-omeership, for
example. So you have the same guy owns the biggest newspaper in Urdu, the biggpegierew
in English and then the most popular television channel.

And that has created sort of these very powerful media oligarchs who did not nlgcessar
like the elected government as soon as it came into office, and the governmentniaie &
choice: Do we fight them by sort of invoking that they're the products of authanitsm, even
though it's a free media? But it's a free media that was crafted aridccreader an
authoritarian regime to serve certain purposes of creative purpose of ¢nesdtaey saw it — the
authoritarians — which is basically — it was essentially very negativedewvlze United States.

It was very strong on the question of India-Pakistan relations, skewed towardsi@dnt
hostility rather than promoting cooperation. It did not — it was not very supportive oh#lers
ethnic groups which ended up being the major force in the new political government, iwthe ne
political order. They tended to be more sympathetic to Islamic and Islameistation, were
more tolerant of extremist opinions. And President Zardari took a very ingresiition.

| know that, you know, if you're a regular reader of The New York Times, unfortynatel
you don’t get a very positive view of our president. But he has many redeeming gaatities
one of them is a very earthy sort of sense of what it means to be Pakistani. Am] peusai
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know, we could try and regulate this and intervene with this, but immediately waevadrt
of described as trying to curtail freedom of the press.

So let’s look it as if we are allowing a bunch of kids to learn how to play soccer, not by
telling them the rules but by throwing a ball into the arena and letting thénmnt kiound. And
as far as I'm concerned, I’'m not going to worry about the headlines. oiimg ¢o worry about
history. And so he’s kind of just stopped paying attention, you know. And those of us who do
pay attention, we try to fight back by making and presenting a better arguneemt.of\course
for the first two years, you constantly heard and read, the government’s afalthe
military’s about to topple the government again, et cetera, et cetera.

Well, it didn’t happen. So people stopped paying attention and some of the guys who
were the biggest noisemakers were proven wrong. Now we have the second phase mewhich t
conspiracy theories that they have peddled, which have become a big issue, have n@wahecom
issue in terms of, you know, are these conspiracy theories really right?

So we do have a big and huge problem in the short-term, you know, having 67 percent of

Pakistanis not willing to believe that the Osama bin Laden raid that took place dhtiviaky

place the way it has been described. | mean, you know, people have various variations of
conspiracy theories, including the fact that he wasn’t even there. This was jgstvaghust

done, sort of, you know — it’s like the landing on the moon. You know, | mean, “It never took
place; a Hollywood enactment, et cetera, et cetera” and, you know, “Somebaozhnesin in

trucks and probably threw the rubble of a helicopter at the site to make it pldastibie next

day, and then asked for it back when the Americans came and pressured our leaders.”

So there’s these conspiracy theories. You know, there’s conspiracy theoriesrabout
Every time, you now, I'm supposed to have given — according to one media group 700,
according to another 4,000, according to another 7,000, and according to another 9,000 — visas to
CIA operatives to operate in Pakistan and kill people at sort of pleasure. So the cgnspira
theories drive you crazy.

| mean, there are days when | sort of — when I'm about to go to bed and I'm going
through the Pakistani media, sort of, you know, summaries and television clips that mave bee
posted online, et cetera, and | sort of tear out what little hair | have leftl ayd- but the —
(inaudible, off mic) — but the position the government has taken is, we will let it pédfyatit
and we will create the reality that will check this confusion. And I think itigl kif working. |
mean, you know, there’s in the marketplace, in the mix, other things are being thrown in.

Now, for example, in Pashto, Radio Mashaal has come in which is Radio Liberty — Radio
Free Europe/Radio Liberty in Pashto. Hopefully Walter Isaacson wilbsadcept my
suggestion of moving into Urdu and other languages in our country, Urdu being one of the
languages — largest languages in the world by in terms of the number of peopte #hait.

And so that will be another contender for public attention. So if there is somebody who
is a true believer in the concept of the marketplace of ideas, Pakistan is theh@ae¢hsre is
really an absolutely crazily free market. (Laughter.) It's gomglsin some areas and it's
going to come all right in the other. But it’s totally unregulated.
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And we think at least just — and maybe this is just a belief, very deep-rooted belief and
may be proven wrong over time, who knows — we believe that that is the way it willtaefk i
out, that actually people do have — if the basic premise of democracy is that peogle have
innate wisdom, then yes, there will be rabble-rousing and yes there will be ati$®&and yes,
there will be a lot of burning of flags and effigies, et cetera, et ceterat alltekes place in our
country. But that at the end of the day, people will come around to understanding — as has — |
shouldn’t be speaking about other countries because | represent Pakistan,dmind/no do it

anyway.

The Middle East, what we are seeing in the Middle East — the Middle East fosthe f
time — what'’s really special about the Arab Spring to me is not it being Arab ongt $@iing.
It's about the fact that a region that has spent the last — the previous centgsjngpabout
outsiders and about conspiracy theories, for the first time has had a major tlzéarmgel t
nothing to do with outsiders and nothing to do with conspiracy theories.

There were no government strikes, although Mubarak tried at one point to introduce the
element of Hawa, the foreign hand. Others have tried to do that. But there was no burning of
foreign flags. There was no chanting of, sort of, you know, accusing the other afigvarihe
behest of a foreign force, et cetera. And that is the success of that anavtiettuee hope we
will come to after all the ranting and raving about CIA conspiracies becduke war in
Afghanistan and about the Indian hand and the famous Indo-Zionist conspiracy. Aftehatl
is over — after all of that is over, we will have both a free media and a reasaaaldy s
democratic Pakistani nation.

MR. VOLKER: Yeah. Well, let’s all hope so. Let’s all hope so we can get to that.
(Applause.) Let me ask — you mentioned Radio Mashaal and then you also mentioned the
conspiracy theories. And underneath that is a very strong anti-Americanisamyrparts in
Pakistan. Does it hurt that something like Radio Mashaal or the Persian brotutagis do
are supported by the U.S. government? Is that seen as a problem or is that helpful?

AMB. HAQQANI: Since Iran is the older as a nation, I'll let you answest fir
(Laughter.)

MS. ESFANDIARI: [ just would like to say that one of the best conspiracy geeori
about Osama bin Laden came from the Iranian president, who said that the Asleadaim
for a long time and they injected some kind of disease into him and killed him but then they sai
that he was killed in a raid. Like, | don’'t know why we had him for a long time —

AMB. HAQQANI: Maybe his remains were frozen on a Pakistan airbase — (athks

MS. ESFANDIARI: (Chuckles.) Yeah, probably.

MR. VOLKER: Too many Austin Powers movies | think.

MS. ESFANDIARI: Well, we are being branded by the state media asadié.r You
know, so, yeah, for some people — we call them in Iran and they always tell me, likearhowe

trust you? You know, you are — and | say, look, we are funded by the U.S. Senate, but look at
our news. Look at the kind of material we put out. Listen to our programs.
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And they do that and they trust us, actually. They come to us. Families of political
prisoners, they come to us. They contact us and they say, | want to be interviewedyadmut m
because today, for example, there was this mother who went to jail. Her son aiasHie jwas
arrested in a post-election protest and he was beaten up in front of her.

She didn’t contact the state media — they don’t care. This is the kind of news they totally
ignore. She contacted us; we immediately interviewed her and we aired thewt@uw it on
our website. So they trust us as a source of information and not just the people who are, say,
from the opposition or critics of the government.

We also have people who support the government. They listen to us, you know. They
criticize us but we give them a platform. So we have these people in our discassians let
them speak their mind. And | think that’s one of the reasons. 1 think our product is very
important at the end of the day.

MR. VOLKER: Very interesting.

AMB. HAQQANI: And in our case, | think, very frankly, we think that as long as the
counter-narrative is available, there will be people. There will be fewerduythe beginning
but at the end of the day, the counter-narrative being available is much bettentitéreing
available. So there will be people.

| mean, there are already — | mean, if the theories are believed, the @btfs spheost all
of its budget in Pakistan. But there are others who start wondering. And then, youwatew
Pakistan is a very dangerous place for journalists these days because on the oneylaak the
the absolute freedom, which many of them relish and sometimes abuse and use to — and then
there are those who are trying to sort of get rid of people who they think are sort rof it
their greater cause.

Sometimes they misunderstand. Sometimes, for example, a journalist who vehs kille
only two days ago — he actually was a friend of the Taliban in many ways, but hedeport
them and then he reported on them but then he also reported on the other side and the effort to try
and be an objective journalist — obviously there are only two possible theories thahgre be
posited. One is that the militants and the extremists that he was in touch with, wéioraiba
kidnapped him in the past also because there are different factions, you know, aho are
loggerheads with one another and don’t — and are suspicious of one another because the problem
is when you are an equal-opportunity conspiracy theorist, you don't trust anyoneo thad is
in itself causing people to reflect on whether conspiracy theories are right.

So at least there’s a debate about, “My conspiracy theories are right baiay@umot,”
and that’s good enough, I think. So to have — to have Radio Mashaal in other languages
available to the people with a different perspective will only add to the debaltestan is not
going to curtail media freedom through government regulation, although seveual of
colleagues have proposed it. It's gone nowhere. | don'’t think the media and the jmurnalis
should stand for it and | for one am on the side of the journalists, despite the fact thaf many
them, in my opinion, are just cuckoo, at this moment, in Pakistan. But we’d rather have them as
— sort of with their neuroses than not have them. (Laughter.)
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And | think we will be able to have both freedom of the press and responsibility as we
move along. We are not going to try and impose responsibility by curtailirdpfreef the
press because it has never really worked anywhere to my knowledge.

MR. VOLKER: Fascinating. Thank you. I'm going to turn to the audience in a moment
to see whether there are questions you'd like to put to our panel here. And before |ldb that
me just put one question — Ambassador, you already mentioned that your recommendation to
Walter Isaacson is, don't just broadcast in Pashto but now turn to Urdu, which is so widely
spoken.

Let me turn to others. Are there things that you would recommend looking ahead? Are
we funding these things at the right level? Are there activities orateas RFE or equivalent
or its sister organizations should get into? Where should the future go? Carl, do ytw want
take that first?

MR. GERSHMAN: Well you know, | just think you have to keep your eye on the ball
here, that all news is local. And you know, you’ve got to be able to reach the people on the
ground. And I think the ambassador is absolutely right in having, you know, confidence in the
people. | don’t know what's changed so much. In the old days, you know, did the people in
Czechoslovakia really believe the propaganda of the government? | don't think so.

And | think the strength of the radio was that it was connected to what Havel called the
people who are living in truth. There is no greater strength than to be able to do that. And |
think, you know, having confidence in people, reporting accurately and in a balanced way,
people will basically listen.

And in the case of Iran, | would imagine, you know, that being associated witinitieel
States is probably a good thing. | mean, you know, anybody who goes over there finds that
Iranians love the Americans, except, you know, Ahmadinejad and a few of his crBotegou
know, when Iran becomes a free country — and it will, you know — we’ll find great relations
between the Iranian people and the United States.

MS. ESFANDIARI: Iran is the most pro-American country in the Middle East.

MR. GERSHMAN: Yeah, so what's the problem? (Laughter.)

MS. ESFANDIARI: Even Ahmadinejad, he loves to travel to New York.

MR. GERSHMAN: Well, he has an audience there — Columbia University. (Lagghter

MR. VOLKER: I don’t know, Golnaz, if it's fair to ask you your thoughts on if there
were things additional that RFE should do. | don’t know if it’s fair to ask you that. Yowetay
fired.

MS. ESFANDIARI: Well, if you ask me if we need more funding — (laughter).

MR. GERSHMAN: You know, that by the way raises a very important question:

funding. You know, one of the great differences between, you know, the old days and today is
that, you know, in 1989, the U.S. was buoyant and we had strong budgets. Today we don’'t and
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the Europeans don’t. That is a serious problem. And the Chinese do. They're setting up these
Confucius institutes all over the world. They're setting up — the Russians, treeiohds of
money to spend on this and we don't.

That is an extremely serious problem and I think as we think about how to spend the
limited dollars that we have — and | hope the Europeans are doing this as well — wetheok at
things that give us the biggest bang for the buck. And, you now, | think, you know, I'm not
going to make an advertisement but I'll say that's — the radio certaitdyiritd that category.

MR. VOLKER: David?

MR. KRAMER: Actually, let me just take it in a slightly different ditiea and —
picking up on the murder of the Pakistani journalist the other day. It is criticgdbyrtant that
journalists everywhere, but also people who live in democracies, demand justice icatbes
demand accountability, demand that the people responsible for his murder — for the murder of
journalists elsewhere — are brought to justice because one of the chaltetiges all face is not
just censorship but self-censorship, where certain journalists are madaexafrand the other
journalists get the message. They don’'t want to suffer the same fate.

And we see this in Russia, where, although there weren’t murders of josrtestsgear,
there certainly were bloggers and others who were beaten up and harassedesiTagdst in
the Anna Politkovskaya case doesn't point to the person or persons who ordered her murder in
2006. It's vitally important that everyone stand in solidarity when journalistkiled because
of what they do, because of their efforts to shine a light on the situation in their epuntri

And | think RFE/RL is very important in standing with the cause of journalism, the caus
of a free press because, frankly, if free press were allowed in these &WREERL wouldn’t
have to exist. But it does have to exist because there are oppressive regimeharavonid t
that try to keep the truth and objectivity and real news away from their populations.

MR. VOLKER: Here, here. Here, here. Are there questions from the audienteste
someone who would like to bring up an issue we haven’t brought up? Let me ask one further
guestion, then, while they ponder their deep thoughts of the questions they’re going to ask.

We have cut back. The BBC has cut back, for example, and they've cancelled all thei
Balkans broadcasts. | know that RFE has cut back from where it has broadcaste:e lgane
too far? Are there places where we should be present and we’re not?

AMB. HAQQANI: May | answer that? | think that I'm very worried and tlidecause
| have a particular affinity with journalism as a whole — | started oufj@sraalist. And I'm
very concerned about the enhancement of the technical means of flow of informatiod te
world, but the unavailability of the resources for quality information to be aciyatigrated.

MR. VOLKER: Right.

MR. HAQQANI: And to put it simply, it's not just, you know, for example, the
government broadcasters and the institutions like BBC and Voice of AmericaadialiRee
Europe/Radio Liberty, et cetera, all having budget slashing. The corahmeedlia is also
slashing its international coverage and its quality coverage.
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So what are we going to end up with? We are going to end up with loads of people
sitting in front of computers just making it up. And that is not going to be very conducive to the
flow of information around the world. So what we really need is a revisiting of this whole
approach.

| think that people in the British Parliament and in the U.S. Congress need to reconside
some of the other areas of spending to keep investing in this effort and gensettendlows of
information because if you're not going to cover certain countries and The Né&W voes is
not going to do it anymore and CBS and ABC and NBC are a shadow of what they were at one
time and CNN and FOX and MSNBC are what they are, sort of primarily @ntagnt
sprinkled with a little bit of information — (laughter) — then we will have assrproblem with
what the world actually gets.

In an era of greater information flows, the quality of information is just goingrttrue
to decline. So | would make a pitch here for greater investment in the flow ohatfon
through institutions such as these.

MR. VOLKER: That's an excellent point. It's the phenomenon we see with print
newspapers here but on a global scale. Are there questions? Yes, sir?

Q: I have a question for —
MR. VOLKER: There’s a microphone coming to you.

Q: Yeah, | have a question about Iran. As a person who is in daily contact with lranians
do you get a sense that Iranians are mad as hell and aren’t going to tgkedteg and they will
go back to the administration and try to bring down the regime? Or that kind of they dccepte
what Tom Friedman once said, that bang-bang always beats tweet-tweet déind thaeally
how it is and they’ve resigned themselves to that? What's your sense about this?

MS. ESFANDIARI: I think from what the kind of information we get — and we t@lk t
people almost on a daily basis and we monitor conversations that are going on, on Facebook,
Twitter, because before — | mean, it was — | remember because lomasgup in Iran, it was
in the taxis. You took the cab and you knew what people were talking about. And now, taxis are
still important, cabs, but also Facebook. | always go to Facebook to see what people a
discussing.

People are very unhappy. Some have resigned. It's — you know, the government used a
lot of force. And when we speak about Arab Spring, we should not forget that it aki $tarh
Iran, as President Obama said in his recent Middle East speech. But it'sffieuit ei more
difficult to bring down a dictatorship that is not supported by the West than to bring down one
that is supported by the West because Iran doesn’t feel itself responsibllm&an, Russia or
China are Iran allies. They're not going to ask Iran why are you kil citizens? Why are
you jailing women'’s rights activists? They don’t care. They do the sarheifrcountries.

So it’s very difficult and, you know, Iranians — | don’t know. It's very hard to predict
They are very unpredictable in their political decisions. We don’t know. No one knows what’s
going to happen. But people are very, very unhappy. Young people are very unhappy. Many of
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them — it's very sad — are still leaving the country. They're escaping the'xbectuse the
crackdowns — it hasn’t stopped since 2009.

People are still being arrested on a daily basis. Yesterday, it was the fona very
prominent opposition member, Ezzatollah Sahabi. There, at the funeral — his daughtenhad bee
released from jail to be able to attend the funeral. The security forceouseddainst her.

She collapsed and she died there, and we don’t know if it's as a result of the action of the
security forces or if she had a heart attack. But the regime has beerndryayy- it's all over
on television — that she died of a heart arrest. And they buried her at night. dt’scamdal and
that doesn’t happen. In Iran, you never bury people at night. Did they force her tadolgd?

So let’s not forget human rights abuses are still taking place in Iran. Peogptdl &szy
unhappy. But the government is very, very repressive. They're using a lot cafaltleey're
very good at it. So we really have to see. And the other thing is that the opposition skesn’t
to be able to organize itself and the leaders of the opposition — Mousavi and Karroubi — they've
been under house arrest for now three months and no one seems to care. | mean, you don’t even
hear any criticism from the international community anymore.

MR. VOLKER: Exactly, exactly.

AMB. HAQQANI: I just have to do a very quick ambassador thing because | don’t want
my colleague in Tehran to be called into the foreign ministry. | am onlyrd giilmess and
spectator to all the conversations — (laughter, inaudible).

MR. VOLKER: Right. (Laughter.) As you wish. (Laughter.) If | couldvdaut a
point that you just made, Golnaz, | think it's fascinating. It is easier tootakedictatorship that
had been supported by the West than it is to take on one that has — that isn’t or hasn’t been in part
because they relied on that support and if it's taken away, they become weaker.

That should also give a special responsibility to the West to really speak up drobeha
the opposition groups where they have not been supporting a dictator and where that regime
remains strong. That's a very interesting point.

Could I turn to the audience again? That was obviously a very well-developed question
because it brought out a very interesting point. Yes, sir.

Q: My guestion is, what about a Radio Free China?
MR. VOLKER: What about a Radio Free China? Should — David?

AMB. HAQQANI: Another question the answer to which | will have to be just a silent
spectator. (Laughter.)

MR. GERSHMAN: | mean, you do have Radio Free Asia and VOA, and they broadcast
very actively into China. China is — you have a larger online population in China than you have
anywhere else in the world. | think there’s some 450 million people who are now consredte
many more by cellphone. And, you know, look, if there are resources to do it — but there are
people broadcasting in.
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| know the trade unionist Han Dongfang has a regular weekly program whegre he’
talking to workers throughout China. And a lot is being done there. You know, | hear what
you're saying and | think you make a very good point about revolutions that, you know, they
took place in countries that were tied to the West and in these other countries thety aven’
you have the experience before Iran of Burma in 2007 and China itself in 1989.

But my own feeling is that it's just a matter of time. | mean, the econeyot know,
China — there are many people in China as an example — China is a very deeply dividgd countr
There are some people who believe in, quote, “the China model,” and there’s another whole
section of the population — there’s an active debate — that believe in whatisurallersal
values. And it's a very deep debate. And there’s an important Chinese politictbgistiat
the Academy of Sciences who worries and has spoken a great deal about tGisinthaias a
kind of a rigid stability, not a resilient stability. He’s contrasted rigid asdient stability.

What happens when they don’t get the 10 percent economic growth? This is a crisis that
doesn’t — this is a country that doesn’t know how to make the adjustments. That's one of the
things about democracy. You can make adjustments because you don’t consideiteigny c
to be a threat to the system. So you make adjustments. You accommodate opposition, you
know.

But they cannot accommodate peasants who have lost their land, minority groups, ethnic
groups who feel that they — you know, they should be given linguistic or religious pgbfde
in the cities who are being forced out of their homes and so forth; workers who dgdidyet
You know, if they cannot maintain this growth and they’re raping a lot of the land in many
different countries around the world in order to get the resources to maintaiowhb, dwut it's
not going to happen forever. And I think that's a country that could very easily — well
experience a deep crisis.

And China is terribly important. Liu Xiaobo, the Nobel laureate — one of the reasons |
think the Chinese put him in prison is that he called China a blood transfusion machine for the
world’s dictatorships. China supports all of these dictatorships and if China chasggsng
to have a profound effect on a lot of other countries.

MR. VOLKER: And that brings me back to the question because | hear what you're
saying and it may be a matter of time, but maybe timelines can change. Awel doeng
enough, given the big ticket item that it is, to try to promote free media?

David, you mentioned earlier the question or the issue of governments using the Interne
and online tools to actually track down people and dissidents so they know what theygre goi
after and maybe broadcasting is a way where that is something you cam'¢asilg. But what
would you say about China?

MR. KRAMER: Well, I guess the answer is, we can never do enough as longgasa r
that is really cracking down on its population right now and on human rights activgages in
this kind of activity. On the surface, the regimes in China and Russia and Venezueda and
and Carl is absolutely right — they support each other. They unite much more efféhtwetlye
democracies do.
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So on the surface, they look strong. They look secure. They look powerful. They
project. But if you scratch that surface, | think what you'll find are versinad, insecure
regimes that are extraordinarily hypersensitive to criticism, whotvemen allow words like
“jasmine” to be spread throughout the Internet. A secure regime that feysqonfident about
its staying power doesn’t worry about things like that, doesn’t go in atemnBt activists,
bloggers and journalists. They understand that they are there because theseasgth the
confidence of the people. But when there are regimes in power that have no support from the
population in terms of a real honest election and accountability, rule of law, those kireltoe
regimes that try to crack down as much as possible to ensure that they stay in power

So in the case of China, Radio Free Asia, | think, is extremely good. Can we do more?
Sure, but the Chinese are pretty powerful in trying to push back. And the Internet has — it is
double-edged sword where it does open up new horizons for the spread of information and news
and analysis. But if activists aren’t careful with it, it can also pusktariwhole network of
people, as the security services in these countries crack down and try to find ponhe'ser
email addresses and contact information.

And that’'s why it's very important — in addition to breaking down the firewallstkiese
kind of regimes put up, it's equally important to provide the necessary security esetsur
bloggers and activists around the world so that they know what to do should the predsure real
get very strong against them.

MR. VOLKER: Very good. Is there a final question?
MR. KRAMER: [I've got to go to my niece’s graduation.

MR. VOLKER: We have a niece’s graduation to get to. (Chuckles.) | will — de'd
quick question here and a quick answer. Yes, sir? If you could pass the microphone down,
thank you.

Q: It's about the funding that you said. If | may ask, how exactly would yoexise
funding that you are asking for? What exact areas would you use it?

MS. ESFANDIARI: | can speak for the Persian service. We are undedstaftas now,
with more funding we could hire more people. It's very difficult. Some of us have to work 12
hours a day. During the 2009 protests to the election — reelection of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad —
we were spending our lives at the radios because we didn’t have enough staffvesutecketo
cover the events as best as we could. Even now, sometimes during the night shift we only have
four people working. It's very difficult.

We need more funding for training. And I'm sure other services face thepsabiems,
you know, of being understaffed, not getting enough training, enough resources. Wewon't ha
enough money for travel. It's very important, | think, for reporters to go avel tasee things
on the ground, report on the ground. I've asked many times myself in recent months to go to
Afghanistan, to go back to Afghanistan. We don’t have any money.

MR. VOLKER: Okay. Well, thank you, and thank you to everyone on the panel. I'm
going to close with one thought and | invite you to comment on it. But | take it from alliof y
remarks, in one way or another each of you is quite optimistic that when you lookfathall
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huge problems we’re dealing with, whether it's extremism or dictatorship®lent

instability, not just peaceful change, nonetheless, you're all coming out sifithef belief that
freedom and democracy are going to be the way things shake out. Do you have a ammment
that or am | just calling it as you see it?

MR. GERSHMAN: Well, | think Foreign Minister Schwarzenberg said it in disarks.
You now, the fight for freedom is a global fight and, you know, it's human nature that people
want freedom.

But | think we have to be realistic that these regimes are tough and youlgetgdiave —
| think we’re entering a period, in part because of the Jasmine Revolution and ppetidcin
Egypt — when it's going to get much sharper. The confrontation is going to gesharger. In
the long run, I'm optimistic but | think we have to be very realistic about whaewe'iagainst.

MR. KRAMER: Passivity is not what we can accept when you have represgiuges
going after human rights defenders and democracy advocates. In Europe iteaevee
dictator that’s trying to hang on to power, who'’s on the thinnest ice he’s ever beeexamdér
Lukashenko in Belarus. And I regret that the European foreign ministers have not moved
forward with economic sanctions. Now is the time to apply greater pressure agaebody
like Lukashenko. Now is not the time to step back and let the crisis play out and not support an
IMF loan.

We need to be aggressive because these authoritarian regimes are vesywagdfegou
look at the Chinese reaction to the Nobel Peace Prize decision, when they canceleeehigh
meetings with the Norwegian government, nobody stood with Norway. Norway st@boha!.

We all applauded the decision of the committee to give the award to Liu Xiaobo but nobody
cancelled meetings with the Chinese. And | dare say that that gave the @hénieseression

that they can get away with that kind of activity and behavior. And that kind of behaviod shoul
be deemed unacceptable and we need to stand together much more effectively as a union of
democracies and push back against the threat from authoritarian regimes, wkether i

freedom of the press, freedom of assembly, freedom of association, freeddigiaf.re

MR. VOLKER: Final words? Ambassador? Golnaz?

MS. ESFANDIARI: I’'m optimistic. But I think the international community shbul
speak up about human rights abuses in these countries and they should say the same about its
allies, whether it's Saudi Arabia, Bahrain or whether it's Iran. We &datrof criticism about
Iran, but we don’t hear enough about Bahrain, for example, or Saudi Arabia.

MR. VOLKER: Very good. Well, so, optimism, but no room for complacency or
passivity. All right, that’s a good note to end on. | want to welcome Kevin Klose, whedarr
late but — a former director of RFE as well. Ladies and gentlemen, please jairihaeking
our panelists. (Applause.)

Thank you again. Thank you again to Foreign Minister Schwarzenberg for yourqaerese
here and your remarks, and to all the dignitaries who've come. And there willghe a li
reception outside in the hall. So thank you again. (Applause.)

(END)



